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HEADQUARTERS 9TTH INFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the Divislion Judge Advooate

Fort leonard Wood, Mo,
6 April 1944

SUBJECT: Report of the Division Judge Advooste for the month of

T0 t The Commanding General, 97th Infantry Division.

Te AWOL. There weres 308 soldiers absent without leave from the
Division during Msrch 1944. This represents an inorease of 90X over
the February total of 162. Total mmber of men-days lost from training
in March was 2101, sn incresse of 50X over the preceding month's loss.
Length of the average AWOL in March was approximately 7 days, & decline
from the February aversge of 8. Comparative statistios on AWOL by
months, from June 1943 through March 1944 are given in Inoloaur- 1.
Comparative statistios for 1944 are &s follows;

Rumber of Mn-days Average days

Men AWQL Lost lost per man
Jan. 1944 40 1884 13
Feb. 18944 182 1399 9%
Yar. 1544 308 2101 7

Most usual type of sbasnoce without leave in March was the soldier
who returned lats from furlough. A similar situation existed at the close
of the 1943 furlough period in August and September 1943. Bes statistios
of Inolosure 1., It is elieved that a contributing factor to the inorease
in ARCL lles in the inability of unit commenders %o infliot confinement
ag a punishwent, dus to Seoond Army policies. This is the opinion held
by many unit coxsmnders. However, 451 men were AWOL from the Division
in August 1943, when oconfinement for relatively long periods was fresly
used in the Division as punishment for AWOL. It iz the opinion of the
Division Judge Advoests that oconfinement forms no oertain oure for AWOL,
‘tut the power to confine, oarrying, ss 1t would, an ever present danger
of oonfinsment, would have & deterring effect on ANOL.

Maroh AWOLs by unit are listed on Inclosure 2, Thers have been no
absences without leave from the band for 7 months. The 3054 Pield Artillery
Battalion sgain had only 1 men AWOL during the month; he was AWQL 2 days.
This was the fifth oonsesutive month in whioch this battalion hed only
1 man AWOL.



I. (s) Oomparison of AWOL from furlough and AWOL from duby.

Inclosure R is an enalysis of types of AWOL during Mersh, shewing
ths awber of men who went AWOL from duty and the rumber who weat AWOL frem
furlough. The total mumber of mem who went AWOL frem furlough was 225,
or more than Vwioe the P4 who were AWOL from duty. The 94 men AWOL from
dulty in dNareh were sbamnt & tossl of 939 days, er an aversge of spproximately
10 days per man. The 225 men AWOL from furlough in Margsh were absent &
sotal of 11564 days, or an average of 5.1 days per man. The soldier who
went AWOL from duty in Merch remained away, on an averspe, twice as long
as the soldier who was AWOL from furlough.

The statistios for March inelude only the pericd of time frem
1 March Shreugh 31 Marsh. In instanoces where soldiers wemt AWOL in
February and had mot besn apprehended on 31 Wareh, only the 31 days in
iarch were osunted. Where soldiers went AWOL in Marsh amd had 2ot re-
turned on 31 March, again the Merch segment of time was soumted a8 the
Sotal period of AWOL. With Whis method of somputasion %he averege eom-
puted AWOL pericd fs & little shorter than $he astual average whish would
be obtained if a 90-day AWOL, for example, were averaged im as & whole.
8inos reports are made and kept on & mouthly basis, and long AWOLs are
relatively few, it is believed tiat a repressntative aversge is sbhained
by sontaining the figures used withim the limiss of the calendar mouth.

Inelosure 2 shows a Sotal of 308 soldiers AWOL for & %otal of
2101 days during March. These figures were obbainmed ea 1 April by tw
returns section of the Division Adjutant Gemersl's e¢ffice by phome.
Inslosure 2a shows 319 mem AWCL in March for s Sstal of 2093 days. These
are figures revised after rechesks.

Rmber of men on furlough in Februasy and March was as followss

hbm:x_l ¥areh

3084 Inf . 874 1009
380k Inf 784 78
$87Tsh Inf 8 oms
Div Arty 03 458
Spes Troops an 1
S234 Med ' 18l 408
320 Bugr M 209 e
Total k3473 a8y

Grand Total 2338

Sinoce $)w Division did met olose ia Yort Lecnard Wood umtil
about the first of Pebruary, gramting sf furloughs did not reash an sceslersted
peoe in Jazuary. The large mumber of furloughs grested in February were
sernimated &% sueh time &8s %o ocanse the full sffect of AWOLs by soldisrs
returning late frem furlough to £irst becoms apparent im Murch statisties.
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II. COURTS-MARTIAL. There were 128 court-martial trials in the
Division in Nareh, divided by types of court as follows;

General courts 2
Special ocourts 39
Summery oourts 87

This is an inaresse of 13 osses over the FPebruary total. There
were 86 trials for AWOL in February, amd 100 trials for AWOL in March.
That offexse (AWOL) sccounted for the March inoresss. Inelosure 3 is
& tabulation of all March eases by units and by types of eourt, while
Inglosure 4 is & tabulation of Maroh oases by units and by types of offenses.
Inolosure & gives a comparative tabulation of all Divisional eourt osses
by units for eash month from April 1943 through Nerch 1844.

Inclosures € and 7 give an amlysis of ench summary and speeial
oourt case tried in the Divislon in darch, showing the offense, sentence
imposed, and action by reviewing suthority.

Of the 128 oases tried in March, 30 (or less than 24%) involved
soldiers with previous convictions. Hore than 764 were trials of first
of fexlers.

Eleven ocasss were for AWOLs of less than 1 day, while 13 cases
were for AWOL of more than 1 tut less than 2 days. Distributlon of trials
by ecurt-martial for AWOL of less than 2 deys durstion were as follows;

leas than jore than 1
1 chy_ and less than 2
3084 Inf 2 1
386th Inf 2 8
387¢h Inf 2 3
369th FA ] 3
3224 Bngrs — _}._
11 13

The 389th Fleld Artillery had a large number of cases during
March, but this is no indicetion of lack of diseipline in that umig,

as its treatment of short AWOLs as triable coffenses socoounted for 8 of
the osses tried.




IXI. TOE AVAITING TRIAL. The average tims interval between the
filing of ohargss amd trial, durisg March, was as follows:

Summary sourt eases -~ 2.5 days
=» Bposial court cases ~ 6.7 days

This 15 the Dest time sverags betweea filing of charges sad 4rial
shat the Division Mas ever had. It will be prectieally impessible to
maintain Shis averags in the field; it is exesptiemal for garrisem,

IV. CONFINEMENT AND OYIER FUNISEMENY. In lime with Divisioen poliey,
sonfinemes® I& WAlS guirdheuses wis reserted to as punishment in only »
fow enses. Yorfeiture of pay sad restriction to limits are the twe
punitive mesaures now mest generally used in the Division. Bard labor
without confinemsat is used iz only & few units.

The 385%h Pield Artillery Mattalion is mane of those units
using hard laber without esafinement. It has & bard labor squad for the
emtire battalisn, drewing the memecamissioned sfficers who supervise the
hard laber from thees batteries whess persoumnel are merving sentemoes ia
the aquad. The esmmanding offiocer reperts that this puaisitment has had
& very bemsfisial sffeest on diseipline in the battalion. Same units mot
using hard labor as & msens of punishment state that the mencommissiemed
offisers mest eompetent 40 supsrvise hard labor are alse the best in-
strushers, aad Shat imstruction to new personmsl mow requires Sheir full
Sime and offorts.

Y. %ﬁ POLIOS REFORYS . The total mumber of milisary polioe
reporss’ for largest number for any momth since
she Division lefh pm in October. Inelosure 8 is & eemparstive

4abls shewing the mumber ef yepertss by month and by Sype of effemse from
Jone 1048 % Marah 1944.

In Mareh, AWOL accounted for over 40K of the reperss, while
failure to have 8 proper pass was e seeond most frequently reperted
offomse. Inslesurs 9 is an amalysis of military polies reperts Wy
offenses 24 Wy units for Mresh. Ou & weighted pereestage mp,m-
quarders attery Divisien ArSillery, BOSth Pield Artillsry, amd 974k
Sigml had the best military pelice reports resords for Mareh.
Posrest allitary pelics reeords were in 97¢h Quartermaster Company,

n‘m: Ordmanee Oompany, and 97¢h Oawvalry Recommaisssnce Troep.

: VI, CORPS ERFORTS. Inslosures 10 and 11 are copiss of the bhnthly
dissiplizary reperta Tormarded %o XXII Corps during March, s required
by Corps direstives.

vil. mxnu 8+ There was & large inoresss in the Marsh AWOL

rate osver Ahe Yebruary tolals, csused largely by the late but veluntary
return of soldiers from furleough.



be There was an inoresss in thw Marsh oourt-sarsisl rate over
the February rate, caused solely by she inerease ia uoxu.

Ow tcriaus offenses, with thae oxn-ptien of AWOL, showed no
inerease 1n Maroh.

4. AWOL mol 79% of all cases tried in the Division in March.

¢, The band, with me AWOLs for 7 momths, has the best AWOL
resord in the Division. The 303d Fisld Artillery Battalion, with 1 man
AWOL per month for eash of the past 5 months, has the best AWOL recond
for any of the larger units in the Divisiom.

£. AWOLS for less than 2 days ssch oaused 24 of the Mareh trisls.

N3 m:'o was & good propertional belamoe between general,
spesial, and m—ury court-martial trials in Mareh.

h. Court-martial procsedings are promptly handled in the
Division) its reeord is exmceptioml in that regamd. :

1. Military polioce reports inoressed in hnh, due to the
inerense '(14 to 103) in AWOLs reported by the military poliee.

_1. Forfeiture and restriotion are the main Sypes of punishment
irposed by sourts-marsial.

ke Proosdural errors in oourt-martial proceedings indioate a
need for a uhart refresher course of imnstruction in military law,.

1./ The large mumber of pass violations indicate sither laxity
by sommandeirs or igmorance of pass regulations by enlisved personnel,

YHI/ RECOMMENDATIONS. a. That the band and 3034 Field Artillery

ltmlh’ bompﬁ AWOL records.
" bs  That & short school of instruction in military justioe be

au ui’ fer xmvt»on persomnel having oourt-martial duties.

' o, ‘lhw hard laber without eonfinement bs more vidoly used
as punishment :la‘tlu Division,

4. w1l ocompany commanders stress the neoesaity for striod
observance .f pcu nnhtm and warn porcomnl that forging plnu is

|
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& serious effense, invelves falsity amd deception, and is punishabdle
by the drastie pesaltiss provided inm C 1, AR 380-10, 25 Beptember 1943.

RALPH W. YARBOROUGH
M jor, JAGD
. Division Judge Advosate



MIMBTR OF  MANWDAYS  AVEZHAGE DAYS

MEN AWCL  1oS® ICST FER MAN

June 1943 59 £8% 9
July : 184 m A
hag 1 3453 "
Jept " 15 2187 11
Moy " . 0 1498 il
Dee * 138 : 1ggz 12 -
Jan 19%A 120 1 ‘ 13:.
Mgy =08 2101 I4



303 IxF
386 INF
387 IxF

303 FA BN
365 FA BN
389 PA BN
922 FA BN
HQ DIV ARTY

DIV HQ

HQ SP TRS
HQ 00
BAND

M P PLAT
81 GO
RECON TRS
QM 6O
ORD GC

322 MED BR
' 322 EXGR BN

TOTALS
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BUMBER OF MEN AWOL FROM DUTY AND FUNBER
AWOL FROM FURLOUQH, WITH NUMBER OF TRAINING
DAYS LOST DURING MONYH OF M\RCH 1844

Bo. Nen ¥No. Men Dlyu Iost Days lost

' AWOL from AWOL from Total Prom AWOLS Prom AWOLS Total
Unls Duty Purlough AWOLs From Duty From Purlough Deye lost

3084 Inf = 26 50 568 161 < 600
386th Iaf 29 67 26 227 . 268 4“5
387¢h Inf 2] 54 4 308 204 . BOT
3088 F.A. 0 1 1 0 2 2
365th Y., 2 1 3 ¢ 4 88
380th FuA. é u 20 77 88 148
9384 F.A. 2 15 17 4 o8 70
Spes. Troops 2 16 17 7 48 - 85
3284 Med Bn 3 8 11 95 13 108
M Bagr B 1 2o nun oA . n
™ 238 319 930 ’ 1154 2093

'l
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TABULATION OF OOURTS~MARTIAL
Mareh 19Mh

thnm" lg :‘; ‘:‘
3B mq' 12 19 3{
3054 Pie)d Ardillery 1} 1 2
360k Pleld Ardillery 2 A é
389k Pleld Ardiliery ) » 19
9284 TieM Ardiliery O é &
Nge BAFY., Div.aray, O L o
3224 Bugr ’ 0
i il H : 1
TSTSh Ondnance 0o, 0 0 0
97%h Div, 0o, 0 0 0
9Nk Aggn. 1r, 0 ° ;s 0
IR N Ov, 0 1 |
Ik sigm) Os. e . = e
» L 4 14
Censral oourts:
584 Infamdyy - 1
aanhi i

oo 2



CLASSIFICATION GF CCURTS=MARTIAL

”a%‘h

8Tth Inf

3034 Pohe
365%h F.A.
309th F.A.
ORM F.A.
Hq Btry Div Arty

3224

3224 Meds
TOTsh Ordn
974h Hq Co
97th Reoom Tr

9Tth QM deo
97¢th sig Co

Peroent of Total

o

# B lroco ra cobuo RaB B

Mareh 154h

AV 81
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=
&

Y

- B ' |
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COMPARATIVE TABULATION OF COURTS MARTIAL
Wy 1943 thru March 1944

Total since

May June July Aug Sept ot Nov Deo Jan  Feb Mer Aetiwation
3054 Infantry 32 24 30 285 32 1B 9 5 b5 2 2. 265
386tk Infantry 2¢ 16 17 28 21 16 10 6 & 24 24 206
S87th Infantry 29 20 11 25 32 20 6 2 15 38 31 267
3034 F. A. 2 1 2 s 7 o o o 1 : 2 207
365tk 7. A. 3 3 1 5 6 4 1 T 1 2 8 e
309%h P, AL 3 5 12 0 1 $ 4 1 b 9 1e 88 v
9224 ¥. A. 2. 8 0 4 2 o 2z 1 © 2 e 30v,
W BryDivarty O 0 3 o 3 1 o o0 o o o 1V
3234 Bngrs 12 4 8 s 12 6 2z 1 4 8 10 2 v
3224 Weds s 8 s 8 4 4 35 2z 1 1 53 -
797th Ordn 2 o 0 2 0 o 3 o0 © o 0 8~
97¢h By Co o] 0 3 1 2 1 3 0 3 1 0 147
97tk QK Co 1 0 3 0 2 o o 3 e} 1 1 T3
97th Feoon 2 1 2 0o o 2 2 1 0 o 1 12 -7
97¢h 8ig Co 2 2 2 2 1 1 3 & 0 2 & 26 -

118 89 100 108 141 76 48 65 40 1156 128 1119



MARCE 1944
A W 0L _ OTHER OFFENEBS
Tangth of Reviewing Prior Teviewing Prior
Unit Absenee Sentence Autherity Conv. Offense Sentence Authority Coav.
3034 43 days S nos Suspended 1 98, Usauth. wehiocle Aoguitted
7 " 6 moe EL 3 mos 1+ 83, theft of momey 6 mos Approved 1l
30 " € moe Suspenied 1
20 " 6 mos - 2
3 " € mos . 0
T - € mos . 4
42 € mos . 2
a " € mos Appreved 2
386%h o5 * Restr 3 mos Approved 0
‘ s " Bestr 1 mo » 0
n " Restr 1 mo " 2
a * Restr § mos " 1.
s * Restr 2 moe . 1
s " 3 mos - Suspended 1
¢ * Restr 1 mo Approved o
4 " Regtr 3 mos - 3
387¢h 12 * ¢ mos Suspended 1 68, dischediones Aogquitted
2 " & mos . 3 95, forge pose 3 neos Buspend ed 0
1 " € mos had 1 98, sslesp on post S mos Suspended o
6 * 5 mos " 1 96, aslesp on pest 5 mos Suspended 3
S $ mos Disapproved 0 :
81 *» € mos Suspended 0
2 " 6 mos Approved 1
3 " 8 mos Suspended 3
3034 96, disocourtesy Aoguitted
PA
365tk 86, aslesp on post 8 nos Suspeuded o
n 88, aslesp on post ¢ mos - )
’ﬂ“ 10 * 6 mos Suspended 1 '




SPECIAL COURT-MARYIAL CASES

NARCH 1944
AWOL OTHER OFPFENSES

Tongth of Reviewing  FPrior , “Reviewing  Prier
Unit Absence Sentence Autherul Conw. Of fense Sentenoce Auﬂprig_ Conv.
3224 20 days Restr 5 mos  Approved o 86, drunk on guard  Bestr 3 mos Approved 1
Esgr 10 * Aoquitted
322 1, » ( pended 0
Nods nos Sus
g 15 " 6 mos tmos susp O

-2 -
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SUMMARY COURTS-MARTIAL CASBS

MARCE 1944

OTHER OFFRESES

Conve

Yoviewing  Prior
Sentense  Authority

2
1
1
o

Bestr § wos Approved
Yort? §14 .

"

-

Bestr 1 mo
5. 1 mo

96, drunk
96, fail obey

98, drunk

96, DaD

BOCOHNODOBOMONOO

N T 7
nxuxmmmmmuxmmz

HHITTHIHY

B

“ll!"l.ll.!li

~N

‘Restr 3 mos Appmﬂ

86, false paas

0OMO00000O00O0QOO00

]

® £ 8 & " & ¢ T 8K ESR

3128.73‘31‘22‘
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SUMMARY COURTS-MARTIAL CASES - contimued

MARCE 1944
A ¥ 0 L OTHER OFFRIERS
Unit Absence Sentenos Authority Coxw. Offense Sentence  Authority Conve.
387¢h 6 days ) Y Suspsnded O 96, Unauth vehicle 1 me Suspended 0
5 " 1 mo . 0 98, disorderly Aequiteed
g " 1w " 0 98, drunk : 1me Suspended 0
2 " 1l mo b o 96, D 4&D . Restr 1 mo Approved 0
5 * forf §18 Approved o 96, Use vehicle l1me Suspended 0
T " 1m0 Suspended L] 96, digorderly l1mo - [+
! 1mo . )
- S 1m - 0
o0 " 1l mo » o
5 = 1 mo . 0
1mo " (1]
8 " 1l =0 » 0
t 1lmo . 0
3034 96, Exosed linits
/9 of pass Restr 1 mo Approved 0
388th 3 days 1l mo. Suspended 1 $6, loiter cn post 1 mo Suspended 0
n s " Reatr 3 mos Approved ] :
- T Restr 3 moe - 0
380t 2 * rorf §10 » o 61, fail to repair Forf 28 Approved o
A 1 " Restr 10 daye * 0 96, drunk Forf §15 - 0
2 " Forf $10 . o 96, disorderly Forf §8 . 2
1 " Pors §8 hd 0
S Forf $20 - 0
z2 " Forf §8 " 0
3" rort $10 d 0
1" Forf $10 " 4]
" FPorf §5 : bt Q
10 " HL 14 days . 0
3 " Yorf §18 ; 0
un 14k EIis . k)
PA | I Restr 2 mos " o
s " rerf §18 b ]
s ° 1 mo Suspended 0
s * HL 1 me _Approved 0




SUMMARY COURTS-MARTIAL CASES - continued

MARCH 1944
A W O L ‘ OTHER OFFRNSES . :

Tangthof Teviewlng Prior - ‘ Toviewlng P
Unit Absence . Sentence Authority Conv, Of fense Sentence Authority €
3224 5 days Restr 1B days Approved +] 8, Dapd Restr 156 days Approved 0O
Eogr 4 " Restr 2 mos . 0 96, drumk ' Restr 1 mo had o

2 " Restr I mo - 0 96, disorderly 1 mo . 0
_ | i _Bestr 12 days . 0
97¢h » "

& Restr 1 mo
Sig 10 *  _ HLAS dexs 2 i
:;“ n " HL 22 days . ° ,

- 5 -
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