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READQUARTERS 97TH INFANTRY DIVISION
Offise of the Judge Advoostse

Maneuver Ares, Louisisna
5 Bovember 1943 :

SUBJECT: Report of the Division Judge Advocats for October 1943
70 ~. The Commanding General, 97th Infantry Division,

I. AWOL. 1In Ootober 1943, 134 soldiers of ths Division were ;bn;t
without leave. This represeats a decresss of 63 from the 197 soldiers whe
were A%WOL in September. Compsrative AWOL statistics for the past 5 monghs
follow; f

r
:

Bumber of Soldiers Man~days Avg days lost

AWOL lost per man
Juns &9 633 9 - ‘
My 186 77 4 o
August 451 3433 % i
September 197 2187 11 f
October 134 1686 12 i

With the ending of the furlough period, it is believed that the nﬁOL
rate will ocontinue to deocline in November.

No soldiers have been AWOL from the M.P. platoon or th' band for ﬁh.
past 2 months. Wo soldiers wers AWOL from either the 303d Field Artillery
or the 97th Heconnsisssnos Treop (Mechanised) during October. The nnlhr
of men AWOL by units, and the mumber of man-days of training lont. for'
Ootober, is shown by Inclomure 1. ;

I1. COURTS MARTIAL. The 78 eourt martial trials in Ootober rdpr;buntn
& shary decrease T rom the 143 trials reported for Ssptember. By types of
ocourts, the Ooctober oases are divided as follows: A

Osneral sourt ocases 2 o
Special ocourt cases 43 'g
Summary oourt cases % |

These csses are tabuleted by units in Inclosure 2. iInclosure 3 is a
comparative tabulation by units for the montha of May thfwgh October.

Inclosure 4 shows & distribution of October trials by unit and by

offerses, while Inclosure B (special ocurt osses) amd Inclesure € (sumary
sourt osses) contain an mly-u by courts, units, orronns. sentences, and
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actions by reviewing sauthorities, of special and summary oourt cases
during October. AWOL oaused 47 out of 78 trials, or 60% of sll cases
tried in Ootober. :

The proportion of specisl court osses to summary court oases was very
high in Ootober, sesmingly osused by the impending suspensions of eon-
finemsnt on movement of the division, and the decision of officers exer-
cising special court martial jurisdiotion to forfeit pay for seversl months
in order to infliot adequate punishment where forfeiture of pay for ome .
month was oonsidered insdequate.

11I. TINE AMAITING TRIAL. The sversge time interval between arrest
or oconfinemsnt and trial, during October, wes ss follows;

Special court ocases 4.9 days
Sumsary court ceses 2.8 days

Averaging both special and summary ocourt delays, the aversge time be-
tween oonfinemsnt end trial was leas than 4 days per case in October, being
below the 4.3 day average for September. The October 97¢h Infantry Division
figure was slightly lower than the 4 day average oited in the September 1943
i.G. Informstion Cirouler as the shortest time lag vetween oconfinement and
trial found st smny of the 50 post and camp stockades inspeoted.

. IV. CONPINEMENT. Pursusant %o instruotions oontained in movement erders,
all 97¢h Divisien gerrison priscnsrs were removed from the Post Stoakade at
Camp Swift st the time their respestive units left for Louisisna. The tw
gonarsl prisoners left at the stoockede were Warren and Rushlow. 1n order
o gusrd against the possibilisy of any garrison prisoner having been laft
behind by insdvertence, the Division Judge Adwvooate has written to Cemp
Swift for a final report on 97th Infantry Division priscmer status.

V. MILITARY POLICE REPORTS. Militery police rsports for Ootoder tot-
aled 265, or X5 per 1000 man, & decline of about 10X from the Septsmber
total of 288. 4in snalysis of October reports By unit sad offense is in-
eluded in Inclosure 7. Best records, as shown by average number of arrests
per 1000 men per month, were msde by the following unita:

3034 Pield Artillery 7.6 men per N per xo.
Hq 97¢h Div Artillery g.8 " o
97¢th Recon Tr (Mesd) 13,8 7 % v omv

Units with Ootober arrsst records well above the division averages of
28 psr 1000 men per month wers:

97¢h Qele Coa : 41.4 men per i PO!' ﬁo.
97th Inf Div Band ‘ 3%.1 ~ = "
7¢T¢h Ordn Co. 34 " * ¢ oo

Inolosure 8 is a comparstive table of military polios reports from May
throuih Uctober. The Ootober figure is the lowest 1o the past six months.
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¥i. CONCLUSIORS.

&, The decline in AWOLs which began in September ocontinued in
Dotober. -

b. The AWCL rate will likoly sontinue to decline in Octobor, due
to (1) the end of the furlough psriod, with its lete returners, and (2) the
change of scens with a fast moving training program in full swing.

c. There was & wery sherp decline in the sourt martisl rate in
October, due partly to the decline in the AWOL rate, and partly to the
movement of the division to the Louisiana msneuver area.

de The division has & very sxosptional record in the low average
period of %Time between oonfinement and trial,

@. The mmber of military polise reports declined, but not to
the extent thst the number of trials decreased.

f. Most of the recent failure $0 obey cases involve soldiers who
are physioally below the division standards; grave doubts exist as to thelr
lack of desire to obsy. These ocases foous attention on the desirability
of eliminating through disoharge all physioally unfit scldiers.

. f. An increass in offenses involving misuse of government vehicles
will probably ccour, dus to the greater freedom of movement that drivers have
on maneuvers.

h. The total court martial rate probably will decrease during
Hovember. :

i+ Dus %o the repid movemsnt of troops in ‘field e xerclses, greater
'dit‘f’iculty is experienced in proocessing oourt mertial oharges promptly.

Viil. HECOMMENDATIONS. Due to the recent change from garrison to field
training, sufTicieat time has not slapsed for fisld disciplinary problems to
develop in such volume as to oall for ooncrete problems.

RALPR w. YARBOROUGH
¥Major, JAGD,
Divislion Judge Advooate
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TABULATION OF COURTS MARTIAL

Gmml 3°m‘t ﬁm:.ﬂl (30“ Im)v.tdilitcuil‘olﬁnv

OCTOHER 1943

Sreanization Speslals suazeries Iotal
3034 Infant 11 7 18
3864%n Inrang.v 9 7 18
387tk Infantry 12 & 20

3084 FA o 0 0.
365Lth FA 2 2
389th *2 : 3 0 3
92232 FA : 0 0 0
Hq Btry Div Arty i 0 1
3224 re 1 5 é
3203 Me 1 % A
T97¢n Ordn ) 9 4]
g7th Div Hg Co 1 {Band) 0 1
9Tth Reeon Tr ) 1 2
W‘h Q;o E‘gi ‘330 0 Q O
97¢h Slg Co > - -
A3 33 76
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TABULATION OF COURT3 MARTIAL

MAY THRU OCTOBL: 1943

3034 Infantry 32 24 30 23
386th Infantiy 24 18 2 17 23
387th Infantry 20 | 20 b § 23 '
' A 2 1 2 g
By o 5
3 rA 3 5 12 D
9224 FA 2 5 o 3
Hq Btry Div Art O o 3 o
224 iz [ ) 8
gm uﬁ & 8 6 g
T97T¢h Ordn . 2 s 0 2
9Tth Div Hg Co O o > 1
97“ GeZs LoO. h | 0 3 4]
9Tth Reson Tr 2 1 2 o]
97eh 8ig ¢ _2 2 2 2
118 89 100 103
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CLASSIFICATIOR OF COURTS MARTIAL
OOTOBER 194

3034 Inf
386¢h Inf
8Tth Inf
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97TH 1NPANTRY DIVISION
SPECIAL COURT MARTIAL CASES - OCTOBER 1943

AWOL e L o _OTHER OFFENSES

Unit TLenghh of Reviewing Prior ~ Reviewing..  Prior
Absence Sentense Authority Comv. Of fense Sentance Authority Conv.
3034 16 Days 8 Mos. Susp. 0 96, Drunk 4 Mos. Disapproved o
Inf s * . g v Susp. 0 86, Disobedience XL 8 loa. Approved 0
os ” s " NL & dos. 2 96, il to obey € Mos. Approved 0
10 * . A HL 6 Moa. 1+ "33&” g - L 3 Wos. 1
a6 * g " ML 6 ¥os. 1l
¢ * g " HL 8 ¥Moa. 0
- S & * HL 6 Mos. 2 ,
388th 26 Deys 4 ¥os..  Susp. o 96, Fail to obey 6 Mos. Approved 1
Inf 27 ° 6 " Appr. 2 gg, * " = 6 " " 2
- 18 " 3 " 1 Mo. 0
26 " 4 " Susp. 0
8 " s " APpr. a
;s " 4 " Susp. 0
18 " s " 1 Mo. 0 _ A
387¢h 6 Days 6 Mos. Appr. 0 96, DAD 3 Mos, Suspeaded 1
Inf ¢ " g " Lppre 0 65, Disrespect L T Approved 0
1 - - T Suap. o 868, forgery g6 " » 0
18 * g8 ~ Appr. Q 86, Impers. NCO g " b 0
- 8 " 3 " Susp. o 66, Disobedience 6 " " : 0
6 " s " Appr. 0
is " 8 " ép_pr. ¢ . .
365th 86, Asleep on post 1 Mo. Approved 0
A | : 86, " " " 3Mos. . 0
Btk s, " * " 6 Mos. Approved Y
A 96, loitering on | '
* post 1 ¥o. b 0
96, U & D € ios. " 3
2.5 ¢ pays 6 ucs.’ Appr. s
52324 m-19 Days 6 Mos. 4 Mos. 1 ]
Sa2d W17 s € los. Appr. T ' — '
Div.ng.0o. ~ ¥, DAD Testr § Nos  Suspended o
87 Neen 30 Days § ios. Suep. T

g sig 13 Days £ los. Appr. o
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STTH INPANIRY DIVISION
SUM WY COURTS MARTIAL - OCTQHER 1943

AWOL OTHER OFFRESES:
langth of Meviewing Prior Beviewing Prior
Absemse Sentenes  Authority Comv . Offanse Sentenoce Authority Canve
5 Deays 1 Yoo HL 1 Mo. 0 '
z? » 1 " " » L 0
‘1 » 3 L} - L] - o
n " 1 " " L - 0
14 * 3 " “« u = 1
1‘ - 1 L ] " - o
s " 1" . wn 9w 0 7
s " 1llo. Suspended 0 96, Pail Obey 1 Mo. Approved 0
7 " b U Approved 0
1" Sus pended o
2 " I S Approved 0
T " 1" " 0
t M 1 * Susperd ed 0 7
§ Days 1 Mo. Suspended o 98, Asleep 1 Mo, Suspended o
4 " 1" - o 98, Drunk b . 0
s " 1" . 0 96, Took sar 1" " o
96, Plsorderly ) S " o
96, Aslesp 1" " o
96,.Dap . ML 1 Mo. . 0
96, Drunk HL 1 Mo. . 0
3 Days Restr 1 Mo Approved 0 96, Drumk Restr 2 Mos. Approved o
2 " S i " [+] 96, Dabdp b 3 ) - 0
) S 1 Mo, Suspexd od 0
16 * 1 . Suspenied 0 ‘96, Disorderly 1 Mo. m?ﬁd 0
A ' , 96, Drunk 1 Me. 0
4 Days 1 Mo. Bisapproved 1}
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