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" PILE ON REGULATIONS REGARDING CIVILIAN SWORDS

Iten . Date 8ynopsis

1 4 Des 19 . XI Corps Ltr, .G 386.3F, Saubject:
&> Disposition of Japamno'Svor s, ArmS,

and Ammunition,

2 5 Jan 1946 SCAP Ltr., aG 386,3, Subjeet: Retention
. of Swords by Japanese. (letter with
inclosure sstablishes policy regarding
retention and collsstion swords.)

See basic comtrolling Uirections in Operational Dirsctive No 28,
Hg 31ghth aray, 18 Nov 1945.



HEADQUARTERS XI GORP3
APG 471

AS 3863 F | | L Deossber 1945
SUBJECT: Disposition of dapsness Swords, Arms and Awmnities,
p 3

 1e A1 arzs and ammniiion ecllected fres Japanese civilians er
Hlibary Follce, in acocerdance with directives this hasdquarters, and
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SUPRINE COMMANDER FOR THX ALLIRD POWERS
AS 388.3 (5 Jm 48) 8¢ § Jomwary 1948

SEBJECT: Retention of Dwerds by Japsnsse.
r0 1 0N, Bighth Army, APO 343,
1. Ieferemse is made to:
8. BOAP Madie XAX BOS1, B4 Seyt 45 (imel ).

b jons: mumwu:nm' fwfl).

L mg—mm”fm.wg“mu.
this Bedgwmrters, sbjeet: “"Retentien of Swerds Olass as hjests
of ArS in Oivilien Bands®, {Imel #8). '
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P » 353 cupas B4 EXPTRMBIR 1948
FROM: TH: SUFREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIKD POSRRS
$O 1+ IMPRRIAL JAPANSSE OOVERNMEN

INF0: €O SIKTH ARMY X o881
00 RIGHYH ANNY......VIA COURTER
COM PYIPRE PLEARY
CIINPAC
CINCAPPAC NMANYLA

Possession of elvilisns whenewver Resssmary, and that thoss seme shthovitdes
mmmmmmxu.rmmm swerds, sxespt
heae "¢ partisular value as objects of ars, In Shis summostion you
Sre mew further dirested, as follows;

. A)l rovelvers and vifles in peasension of the siviliam
pepulation adall ¥» welleoted without doloy.

. mzm»mumuwmamm
MQMhMMMMyW. As rogards swerds

»a aawumhmummmm
a ] wnder the reguistions, Shst he will be hel persemally vsapen~
gmh»:rwmuhmuumwmuw
DONSS »

B Wm.mum,xmmmafmm
2-:. Solivery and dispoaitian of sivilian erms will %o fsswed at & laber
ate.

OFFICIALs Approved Wy
B. M. FITGN /oA W k. CoaBwms
m«mh‘mw Brig des, U, 8. Army
AdJutant Gonsral Asting A C of 5, 0=3
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SUBJECT: DRetentien of Swords by Japensse.
20 s+ Commanding Semeral, Blghth Army, APO BAS.

1. mu-umlyupwlmwnm-.mnm

- subject, wherein you recuumend isswnnse of a directiwe #o the Japansse

Imperial Covernnent restricting the retuntion of swords dy any persoms
%0 Museum pieses and temple swords.

2, The peliey in this matter has bean sstablished with a view %o
insuring that the ecewpation forees would net de plased in the pesitiem
sl requiring sonfiseation of suy gmuine Japenese sbjest of art, whebher
thay W swards er say eother type of nstional arts Sresswre. Ne shange in
this peliey is sontemplated.

3. Owrent instrustions to the Imporial Japsnese Goversment pre~
hbis the redemtion of swerds by demedilised military perseamel., It is
desired Shat vislatioms of this presoriphion Do reported te this Head~
parders feor astion,

4, Waile existiag peliay may result iz retemtion by eivilisns of
& grestar gumatity of swords than erigiaslly scitemplased, it is oom-
sidered wmdesirable at this time 40 1ssue say dirsctive whish may »eses-
%% & Mewserbomhouse mohbynmntiutrm ia insure somplismee

Sharewlth,
R. J. NARSRALL,
Mnjor Gemeral, $.3.0.
Astge Ohiel of Shaly
corY

Inel § 2
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20 '+ GENERAL EEADQUARYERS OF YHE SUPRMMY
- COMIANDIR FOR ¥EE ALLIED POWERS
FROM: | ' Cembral Iisison Offise, Tokye
SUBJECY 1 RetSemtion of Hwords Claselified as Tbjests

of Ard iz Civilien Hamds

Colns No, 1074 (1.3) 13 Desamber 1545

Wish referense to paregraph 1, b of ¥he Sigmal Cerps Nessage Q0-p ADY
P/hrw of the Genoral Hesdquarters dated 34 Sepbember 1945 and Paragraph 1,
2 (1) (s) and (2) of the Nemorandum 388,3 (25 Ost 48) CIS, the Jupaness
Sovermsment aubmits » request cu the above swhjest fer the comsideratien of the
General w a8 follows; |

The Japanese Government, aeting upmm the directives previded in the tbeve
asntismed memorenda, has besn issuilng liesnses to boma~fide stiviliams %o
retain swards whish are eomsidersd as sbjssts of art. Howswsr, 1t has resssd=
1y besn reperteid by the loesl Jupsasse authorisies in warieus prefectures ss
shown in Inelesures ] and 2 that the lecal U.Z. Army sutherities, in spibe of

*he mid dirvestive, ordered tchem to collect and tum over all swords inelwdims "o

shose slassified as heirlooms or works of frt %¢ the nearest Us8. Army ferees.
As & rewult, even such swords as sre stated in Inclosurs 3 have besn turned
ower, sad they have aoh yet been reburmed to their ewsers.
“ve  ¥he sbove memticmed erdars seem %o have sussed » fesliag of wmeerveimly
aad perplexity smong She leeal mn suthorities sad pecple ceneernsd,,
“sspeeially iz the srea wnder e Jurfsdietion of Abe Bixkh UsS. Army whish is,
1% is reperted, geiag to be de-ectivated shertly.

In view of the faversdle eonsiderstioa gramted iay the Nemersnium AG 0004
(18 Nov 45) 4IE of the General Headquarters, em the swbjest of "Pelisties amd
Prossdures Relating o the pretectiom of arts, Nemuments, and Cultwrsl and
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Religiouws sites and Installakiens®, the Japsnese MM Tosls that the
somfisention, or oven ¥he sollestion for imvestigation, of sush swerds by
She 1sesl U.5. Army ferves is net in harmemy with the trws intentiens of the
Gonerel Hssdguarters. It is thersfore requssted Shat the Senersl Beadquarters
would be good enowgh %o Sake the nseessary steps immedistely de stop the sdove
mentiomsd practies of vhe looal U.S. Army faress and ¥o have the eslleeted
swords revurned, leaving it o the Japanese Govarmment be deeide whelhar or Bet
& swerd 1s setmally an shjest of art. N - -

In sase 1% 15 the poliey of the losal U.S. Army feress that sweh swerds
should Do sellested for inwestigstion, it is simoerely Nidldl noped thet the
Anvestigetion will be oarried ouwt by qualified Japemese experts together with
sxperts frem ¥he Amsricen side.

TOR THE PRESICENT:

(8 Igueii)
Dirsetor of Geasral Affiars,
Semtirel Lisisem Offiee.

Daelesurs § 5.
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¢ .. (meclesure 1) The text ef sa Order Xssued by the Local U.S.

Arpy Authoritiss

BRADGUARTERS $STH INFANTRY DIVISION
OPFION OF TEE COMMANDING ORNERAL

As Py 0. 25
5 Dossmber 1546

8UBJECY; Swords Previeusly Classilied as Ieirleoms,
20 1 dre Bigl Vajlma, Plveetor, desatral lisisen Offies, Nageym.

l. Previous instructions issusd by Whis headquarters regard-
ing the retention of swords slaszified as heiriemms or woerks of ars
Are ressinded by cmmand of the Suprems Cemander of the Allies in tiw
Peaifis.

2. Jo sowords, dirk, dagger, or other wespen of & similar mebure will
be retained or sold by any Japsness Extiemal,

5» All wespons in tihis sategery sad new in the pesssssion of
Hetiomals in Gifu, Shisueka smd Alehi Prefestures will de seised by Civil
pelios and tursed over o $he mearsst U.8. Army foree.

4. Chiefs of Prefectural Pollse will utilise all polioce agenciss be
seine dnd secure all sush 1tems., When sueh ivems have been seswred 2 repert
and imvemtory will be submitted to the nearsst U, 8. Army Headquarters.

&. All woapons surremdered will be tagged with the meme and address of
the owner,

8. Owner of wespon will be given & reseipt by eellesting sgensy.

¥. Gollesting ageneies will prepare invemteriss to be tursed over with
woapans. Inventeries will imdisate former owmer of weapen,

8. I%ms whish are of an exntirely sgrisultural mature or hawe & primary
use a3 twilery are exluded frem. this reguirement.

2. A report by prefestuwre will be submitbed to this Nesdquarters,
Abtontien AC of 3, 0-8, when a1l weapens have desn socured by sivil poliece amd
twraed sver te T.5, Army autheritsies, and no fwrther weapesns remsin in the

possesssion of Japanene Natismals,

0, The Jepsmese Civil Pelies will de held respmmsibles for the enfaree~
ment of bosh the letter and the spiris of this direstiwe,

%o A. BURETEN
L‘- ’Gﬂlﬁ, M‘D
copy
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(Sasleswre 8) The List of Prefectures Waere the Orders Have Boen Isswed

Orders similar 5o Yhe ene, the Saxh of whish A5 showm 12 B~
slenure 1, have been Lesusd %0 She losal Jupenone swdheritios by the
1eeal U. S, Avmy sutherities in She fellewing prefestures:

Bixkh Ay Ares

Xyowe {(o%em The 136tk Aray Corps)

Pekwehine

Eaguee

 —— (Smmswerm She 3nd Bu.)

Tagame (Nesdqurters of the 7%k
Ar¥illery Biv.)

Chibe.

Acite

Avareii
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(Saeleewrs §) Swerds Designated as "Natiomal Tressure” w *Importent
' hjests of Art”

There ere mere than 1,800 swords whish are designated by $bhe Nialster
of ﬁmtslu a8 "Fational Tressure” or Dmpertent Chjests of Art® in
Assordancs with the provisions of related Laws and Ordinenses. incng these
swords the following are reported to have besa turned over to the lesal U.S.
m Fersas:

(1) Swerds belomging %o Mr. Nasatare Snibata, Otewshi-Cho, Biehiwms,
Ocatavgun, Akite Prefesture

{a) "Nasstswme” (Natiomal Tresswrs List, P. 78) which was
Tormerly owasd by lir. arima, Tokpe.

(b) No mame (Important Cbjests of Art List P. 17) whieh is
ssid S0 have deen made by "Ishin".

(2) Bwerds belemging te lr., Kiysharw Ishikswn, Tsushiure City,

(a) "Tadayoshi" (Impertant Objests of Art list P, 27)

(b) Ko Nume {Impertant (bjests of Art Iist P, 27) whish is
ssid 4o have been made Dy "Seike”)

(s) “*Harimme" 'khi ws dosiganted as "Dapertent hjeet of
ArS" in 1943,

Note: The Ntional Treaswss list (Japaness Text) snd ¢he Important
Chiset of Art Lish (Japsmese Text) have besn sulmitied by 4w
Ministry of Bdmsatism %o 14. Cemm. Stouwt of the and Menument
Seotion, Lo Ro B of S Gonerel Headwunrters.

Inclesure V5, Reference ¢

sory
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BASIC: 1Aw, SGAY, APO 500, file $88.3 60 Mwdj¢ “"Retemtlon of Swerda by
dagensue, dated § San 46. v

an 4re (o) 1st% Ind
Nys Sk Army, APO 38
™™ o8, XX m’mm

" Perwarded Tor sonplisnes with paragraph 2, dasie lebter insefar a5
nmumuﬁunwuymr-nmmm.

BY OOMMAXD OF LISUTERANY GRNERAL BALL:

M. . WIIXR,
'v\‘i Caphe, Ae 5o B,
/s Asst. Mivhant Gemeral

A8 474 (5 Jam 48) ¥ 2ad Ind
HRADQUARYERS, X1 OORFS, APO 471, 29 Jemwary 1948

20: OCmmmading Semeral, lst Osvalry Mivisiem, APO 201

Oewwmnding Senersl, 5Ttk Inf Divisiem, APO 448

Zansuush as pelicies regardiag retention or ssllestion of swrds are
sstablishel in basis semmmisation with inslesures, sddstiomnl sepiss are
furnished herowith for distridution to wmiss of your swsnd.

We Ho SHEARD
“’ m.' ”n
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