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HEADGUARTZRS 387TH INML NIRY
AFO 445

St. Sedli ste, Czech.,

' : 11 May 1945
SUBJECT: After Battle Report, (21 Apr 45 - 8 May 45)

IO Commanding General, 97th Infentry Divisim,

APO 445, c/o Postmaster, New York, New Vark,

ATSN : Historian.

1. Submitted herewith is the After Battle Repart far the
387th Infantry kegiment covering its participation in the Battle
of Germany.

2. Wwith the victorious completion of hostilities in the Ruhr
Pocket, the 387th Infantry dcpartcd from the vicimty of OFLADEN,
Germany, on 21 Apr 45 for an unknown destimation ard a now mission,

The leading clements of tho 387th lnfantry arrivced at NMARKTRED-
WIirz, Gormany, on 22 Apr 45, and all troops closcd in thc ncow asscm-

'bly arca in this vicinity on 23 Apr 45, Imncdiato plans warc init-

iatcd for the rolicf of clements of the 2d Cavalry Group. Rocon-
naissancs was imsodictely institutod and contacet made with the 424
Cavalry Squadron to cffcet rilicf, Orders werc ssicd to battal-
1on and attachcd coupany camandwrs to cxpcditc this rclicf., Prc-
parations woerc macd:: to attack in order to prcvint rdicf or assiste-
ancc of the CHEB gorrison, and to bc prepar.d to scizc CHEB on or-
dcr,

Intclligince roports of 23 Apr 45 cstiimted that cnemy forccs
on thc¢ Division front numbcred approximmtoly 1300, The 28 Panzor
Division was identificd in this scctor, and it was ussumcé@ that
most of the troops in this vicinity worc under its commond, It
was asccertaincd that rocunt oporations of the onumy wurc confincd
to the construction of road blocks, dcmolition of rozds and brid-
ges, and thu proparation of minc ficlds, It was ulso rcportcd that
the Czcchoslovikian bordor had been proviously fortificd with some
prwparcd dofensive installetions consistirg of conercte pillboxcs,

The 387th Infantry mowc forw.rd to the vieinity of WALDSASSEN,
Gormony, on 24 Apr 45, Patrols were put into oporotion in-the
BRINA, DOLZANDCV and CHEB sactors to dcturminc any conecntration
or troop movamcrnts of th. cncmy. '

Rclicf of the 42d Cavalry Squudron was initiatcd by the 24
Battolion on thv 1loft of the Regimental Zonc, Light resistancc
wag cncountcrced in this scetor, but stecady progress was mmédc, Tho
3d Battalion on th right met heavy mortar, automatic wcopons, and
20mm firc on the northoirn outskirts of VALDSASSEN which édoloycd
their advancoe toward CHiB., It wes nccossary for the 34 Battalion
to rmake a forcecd night march through the woods woest of WALDSASSEN -
CHEB highwoy in ordcr to avoid dclay from rcsistoncc on this road.
By this mcons the 3d Batt:lion had ot doylight 25 Apr 45 sccurcd
Junp-off positions on th¢ high ground south of CHEB ond cast of

"the mein highway, .



- Rolicf of tho 424 Cavalry Squadron was compl ted at 1825
24 Apr 45 in this scctar. Company G was ordercd to cloar tho
woods cast of WALDSASSEN to HUNDSBACH, Germony, so that the 34
Battalion could bo supplicd ovar this routc, Company G movod
foruard at 0130 25 Apr 45, Progross was slow dw to cnumy snip-
crs, mortar and automatic wcapons firc, , ,
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‘The 3d Bettalion moved indo position for the attock in tho
woods cast of UJE40 SV kniZE, vhore they surprised Gorm.n soldicrs
scnt there at dawn to install defunsive positions., Rosistmee
vias encountorcd from a factory in tho southwes t portion of CHEB,
Cpceciioslovakia, and artillary was e¢21lc@ to reccduce it in the mor-
ning, Tho attack cantinucd with Company I advare ing to dctermine
the strongth of the cnumy,. Approximtely 500 yxrds from the cdge
of town Compony I rocoived considerablc wnairy firc, ard a tact-
ical withdrowel was moade according to plan, Tho artillcery laid
dovn a concuntration of fire -ccording to Plan Zcbra and Company
I cdvanced on the 1o ft with Company K on tiho right, wvhilc Company
L providcd flank protcetion, Light resistanec was crgcunterc é
until Company I - -ched the cdge of town, at which tim . tho cnemy

slowcd the wdv-oncc with autonats ic weapons firc from dug~in posi- ¥
tions, This rcsistoncc was soon overrun, amd by 2000 hours CHEB 3‘,
vas occupicd in the south third, to tkr south odge of the park, k

Difficulty was crcountercd in cpening the main supply route, -
but our inf-ntry and tonks worran the town of HUNDSBACH, Gcrmnyg
which rocsultcd in the road being sceurcd at 2030, Encny rcsiste
ancc was light in nuaber, but they fought with dctormination and
werce cleverly omplac.d, making full usc of a2ll neons available
to thome - :

During the carly morning hours of 26 Apr 45 the cnemy stagd
a counterattack ¢n the 3d Battalicn Comm:ind Post, using an csti-
nated threc platoons of opproXiur to strength of 45 men cach,
which rcsultcd in the capturc and cvacuction by the cnoemy of the
S5d Battalicn Al¢ Station, Lte WL S TANLEY from Company H, armd 6
Bk, It 1s bellcwed that this countor-ttack was staged to covar
the withdrawcl from the town of CHEB of somc high-ranking mili-
tary pecrsonrcl and Nazi party officials.
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During thc puriod 26 Apr - 27 Apr 45 our troops continucd
to mop up cnomy rceistance in this arca, with the 2@ Battalicn
in CHEB, and the lst .né 2@ Battilins to the rcxr,  The cnemy
¢ ntinucd horrassing artillcry and rocket firc in GHEB and the
2d Boattalion arca. Contact with the 386th Irfntry was mnde in
ncerigh CHIEB at 1815 26 Apr 45. 713 prisoners worce taken in this
action, and they c.rpriscd nisccllancous trocps from various ore-
gonizaticns, 1st Battalion rclicwed clcments of tho 386th Infone
try on the linc FRANT LAZWNE - CHEB north of the OHRE River during
doylight hours on 27 4ipr 45, -

Plans werc mode on 28 Apr 45 for the 3d Battalion to attack
the CHAEB airrfi.ld at 1500, The attack was to be moecded by an
artillicry ¢ ncontraticn at H - 15 to H Hour, Company L plus two :
platoons from Company A, 820 Tank Dcstroyer Bn and 13 tanks frenm a
Company C, 782 Tank Bottalion, werc to be uscd in this attock,
kesistune. centimcd to be goner allzy light wvith no definitc cnomy
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line ostablishoed other than cnany defoensive instollati-ns at the
airficld northcast »f CHEB, Czcchoslovakia, . . -

Al
L3

, The attock jumped off as plonmed, and the oppositicn contine
ucd to be light, Automatic woipms and Panpcrfausts wer ¢ cuployed
by tho cnomy, but the positiins. were so.n overrun by our tanks,
The tewns of RBEIC..JRSDURF ane DOL-SCHON, Czcchoslovaikia, loecnted
in the viciuity Lf the airficld, were taken, and the airficle,
aling with the comonding ground in this arc-, was sceurcd br
our troops by 1815, 541 priscnors werc taken in this actiovn, and
l.orge quantitics of mtericl were ¢ -pturcd, ircludirg 100 machine
guns, 15 40rmi A guns,amd- armuniticn., 30 cnemy cdoad were counte
cd vn the fildd, Our'losces in this action wors cxtraacly light,
with 8 EM being slightly weunded, ard 2 Ik scriously woundcd; none
were killoed, ‘

Lith the capture of the cirficld snd aurroundirg villages,
the poscibility of c unteratticks was cliran-tcd -s the crncny had
ne orginlzed farecs 1uft in this scetur. Mo dulinite front linc
wes ostablished by the cnviy ond contact . after this sction was
lcste,  Our front cxtended alon; line FRaNT LAZNE - CHEB = ° ALD-
SaSsiN - FRAFFSLREU M,

Encry units cormittcd in this sceter consistcd £ thce Cmbat
fouus Ludwig and Schmltz, both of walch wore reploccivits for the
13th Landcschutz.n Batt:licn cand the Cooib it Do i Horst, attacheds
fhe Jocgaer liorst Egur were alr Corps troups orginizcd as inf rntry,
et the 22 Cuipany Panzor Jacgar cotuchrant, urgonigcd from the
Hungorion crtilicy scho.l at Zgur (CHLB), Czechoslovikia, ware
identaificd, : _

Coenferences and roceonnaisscnee wors initiatcd with the o2¢-
vance cloments of the 18th Inf-ntry to t-ke over :w scc tor, and
With the 2@ Cavalry Group for thrir rolicf in swr now s.ctor,
Proparaticns wor . mnde on 20 Apr 45 fcer the noew missin, -nd the
387th Infantry wes rolicwd of respoansibili ty in the old scetor
at 1230 29 Apr 45, rho 387th Inf-ntrv nwod o the vicinity =f
ESLARN, Guruiany, on this ¢.tg, via VOHLNS 'RAUs3- ~ WDEN, rclicve
ing the 42d Cavaolrr Squadr.n, 2¢ Covalry Griup, .n the front
SV ialB.INs - ¥ VES - FLES.

Tthe indticl oporatin in the now sceter consisted of patrcl
activity and scrccenning which resul tcd in the ¢ pture O f 2 Geraan
Colecmnel with his headquorters and stoff, whi was in cormiand of
the "Lcrovielf" orgomization in this viecinity, His copturc rc-
sultcd in the swscquent roundup of - the naabors of this organiza-
tion. T :

It was roported thot thoe eneny was active in the towns of
BEZDEKOV and DUBLC, Cezecchoslcwokia, and irmc diate pl.ns werc racdo
te attack ot 0730 1 may 45 with thr.o boteali ns abrons t, n a
front of 24000 mouters, The attock ,wped of £ on schodule, and
the 1st Battalion reached its cbjuetive at 1520, with Cu:mpny B
meceting light rusistonce .n the t.owns of BEZDELOV and DUBZC. The
2d Battallin adv.me.d cgoinst very light recsistanece, and by 1630
had oxtonded tac lst Battalin's flonlk fron Bald N (GaBD to MUTE-
NIN, The 3¢ Battolln cdvioneod agrinst light resistznce and at
1930 all conpnmics were .n their bjeetive with right flank at
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SCHON.WU, with tho oxcception of Cirpany L, which had-run into rce

sistmec from 2 MG's and 2o sclf-propollcd artillery picece in the

vicini ty ¢f SIDLAKOV, By 2110 C.umpamy K had t&ken this town ond

halted there for che night, o ntiming its ad&vorncce in the norning
anl rc- chlng its fiml objcctive ot 0840 2 May 45,

The 233 Infantry rclicved CT 387 on 3 May 485 and a ssuniod rc-
sponsibility for this scct.r ot 1140 3 May 45, &ll clucents of
the 387th Inf.ntrr cluscd rmbo Divisisn rescrve in the vicinity

of NEUSL.DI, Gvnmny, by 158565 3 iay 45, The 387th Infmtr;, after
36 houwrs rest, cl oscd into a now assciibly arc: an the v:.cinity of .

ST SLUL1sOs, Czcechuslovakin, still as Division rescrvel On 5 May

45 tho 3d Battcolion attackced in the dirceticn PuVIL':IPZ = ZADUB .=
AOWSTANLIWVY = NuECPINY, Vehiclus wore forecd to j.in battalion
by dctrur ovar routc N HUSPMD.. = SVCOLSIN - CLiNCSWN, On 6 May 45
the 2d Battalicn rimained in the vicinl ty of ST SEILISE, as Divie
si'n rcsurvc, and the 1lst B ;.. !l.on, alsc in Division rcscrvc, Coe-
partcd fur a new asscembly crcc in the vieini ¢y of CuiiNOSIN, at
which point Rogtl Forw “rd CP was locatud,

The attrck of the 3¢ Batcalin jumped of f at 0600 6 May 45,
and progress wrs slow duwe to numerous road blocks an blown brid-
ges vhich werc uncounterod cnreute, The advaneo centinue d against
ny rcsistance and the leading ¢l onents reacacd the finnl objeetive
at 2020, The roac.nfer of tho battali.n closcé in 2t 2130, The
crciy cuntinued to swrondoer in large nwbors, our trops toking

2185 prisimrs in this action.

This attock resulted in the ¢ pture . £ a l6=-car hospl tal
trocin with medicenl porsonncl, in the v1c1nit'r of NIZKA; copturc
of 13th Germ.an army Corps Hoodquarters at PE;N;;AEC,' Czcchously akia,
cornn.anc ol by Lt, Gun WEISunBARGLR; and numerous siwll units in the
vicinity of NECTINY, als: »b.pturvd in NECILWY was Coloncl KARL .
F'RImHL, Goner.al Staff Cerps, 13th Gormon Aniy Corpse The 1st, 24,

anc 3& Btry's of the 44th arty Ren Bn wero cgptured at SKUFEC,

The 587th Infanbtry neved to the vieinity =f CIHLNi, Czcchoslo=-
vokic, on 7 May 45 to tuctical quartering arc.s in occcorconco with
verbol corders from Division, The main offort in this arca consist-
¢ of the eontrel and handling of pris.mors ad disploccel persons,

Wita the surrcndor of Gerrneny on 8 Moy 45 the 387th Infantry
had fully caiplcetcd its combot ndission against Garmany.

The 387th Infoantry rcirincd in tho vieinity of CIHANaA until
10 May 45 whon the Regt was rolicved by ol cionts of the 16th ama
Divisim,., 69th Ariad Inf Bn rclivved the 1st Bn of the 387th Inf-
antry; 26th Tank Bn rclicwed the 33 Bn; and the 397th Arméd FA Bn
rolicved the 2¢ Bn., The rcelicf was cormplctod at 1445 on 10 lioy 45.
The battalions, as rclicved, noved by notor shuttle to an ’lSS.«”’blY
arca in the vieimty of ST SiDLis IE, Czdéchoslowekia,

For the Cow dnc‘ing Offi‘ccr:

/s/ EUGLIE . BUCKLEY, JR.

/t/ BUGEWE ., BUC.L-Y, JR.

g ' . Capt,, 387th Infntry
- . .adjut ont



